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VBS “Maker Fun Factory 

 

 The kids of Evergreen and 
Breckenridge UMC's had a fun filled 
week learning about God at VBS July 
24-27!  "Maker Fun Factory" 
included games, crafts, video, and 
Bible story stations as well as a 
music time and a meal each 
night.  About 30 kids from the 
community participated with lots of 
energy!  Thank you to the 
volunteers who helped lead 
stations, served as crew leaders, 
and provided food for the meals and 
snacks each day, you truly are doing 
God's work in our community by 
reaching the kids with His Word. 

 Sunday School is fast approaching 
as well and will begin Sunday, 
September 10th at 9 am, in the 
Chapel. We will again be sharing 
the responsibility of teaching, and 
volunteers are always welcome.  If 
you would be willing to help out 
teaching a Sunday or more,  
please call or text Becky  at 701-
640-9290, or email at  
beckydockter@gmail.com.  

mailto:beckydockter@gmail.com
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Monthly Offering  

July General Fund: 

$14,696.95 

Monthly Need: 

$19,002 

Noisy Bucket Offering:  $71.64 

During these final weeks of summer, we ask you to keep in mind the many giving opportunities 
available at Evergreen UMC.  A self-addressed envelope is included with this newsletter.   

 

Together we can do great things! 

 

Remember the Noisy Bucket       

Offering!  

Second Sunday of  each 

month.  

Proceeds support the Three 

Rivers Crisis Center - Kids 

Connection. 

Meet Ray 

Bartosh (left)  

and              

Jim Walter 

(right)

Evergreen’s  

newest 

members.   

Welcome!  

Elliott Stone, son of Aaron & Aly Stone was 

born, May 28 and baptized by Pastor Jen on 

July 2. (Note the cute onesie he’s wearing!)  
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Care 

              UMW News and Announcements             By Denise Eastin

   The UMW Executive Committee met July 27th before the Potluck Salad Luncheon.  9 members were present.  A 

copy of the minutes will be in the UMW folder in the narthex.  Highlights of the meeting included review of Ever-

green UMW’s mission goals and completion of the Mission Today report, review of the Woman in Mission (Jewel of a 

Woman) nominations and final vote.  Our annual monetary pledge to Conference Mission Projects will remain the 

same at $3200.  Discussion also took place regarding the North-

east District Meeting 2017 (formerly known as the Eastern Sun-

rise District) to be held here at Evergreen UMC on September 

15th and 16th. 

   LaRae Gripentrog was voted Woman in Mission for 2018.  La-

Rae will be honored at our District Meeting on September 15th 

and 16th here at Evergreen.  Congratulations LaRae! 

   Twenty-two UMW members and friends attended the UMW 

Potluck Salad Luncheon, enjoying an afternoon of dining and fel-

lowship.  Not surprisingly, a variety of tantalizing dishes were  

oohed and aahed over.  Thank You to Joy Cir-

cle for hosting the event. From the table 

cloths to the flower arrangements, it was 

lovely and charming.   

   We were pleased to welcome Rebekah 

Christiansen, from the Kinship of Richland-

Wilkin counties youth mentoring program 

who presented an inspiring and heart-felt 

talk on what mentoring can mean to young 

boys and girls and the impact it can have on 

their adult lives.   

   If you haven’t already done so, please turn 

in your UMW Reading Program level list for 

2017 by August 5th.  Lois Berndt, Program Re-

sources, is hoping for a good response from 

all you Readers out there.   

   Linda Bailey, an active supporter of United 

Blood Services, was approached once again 

to host a Blood Drive on August 21 and 22, 

with our church members calling up prospec-

tive donors, registering donors, providing and 

or serving refreshments.  (Continued page 4) 

  

    

  1 - Ed Olson 
  1 - Carmen/Jeanette Plummer* 
  1 - Roger/Nancy Richels* 
  3 - Dee Boyer 
  4 - Kristie Boyer 
  4 - Duane/Jolynn Werner* 
  7 - John Poppen  
  7 - Elliott Olson 
  8 - RayAnna Jorgenson 
  9 - Leah Dokken 
10 - Tyrel Rau 
12 - Marlyn/Joan Fredericksen* 
13 - Mark Stevens 
13 - Lisa Jaixen 
13 - Sophie Lutgen 
14 - Grace Ehlers 
15 - Carmen Plummer 
15 - Darrel Boyer 
16 - Irina Astvatsaturova 
16 - Tom Stone 
17 - Morgan Burrer 
17 - Rachel Olson 
17 - Susan/Michael Rittenour* 

17 - Matt/Becky Dockter* 
18 - Jack Nagel 
18 - Mike Nagel 
18 - Cicely/Justin Biel* 
19 - Ryan Smith 
19 - Jodi Sand 
20 - Austin Maddock 
20 - Tony Baier 
21 - Rick Krueger 
22 - Kennedy Taylor 
23 - Daryl Johnson 
24 - Velora Hensley 
24 - Dale/Janice Deike*  
25 - Arline Worner 
25 - Alan Dahlman 
28 - Randy/Trudi Smith*  
29 - John Maddock 
29 - Michael Poppen 
29 - Draven Schillinger 
30 - Harper Meyer 
  

  

Evergreen Celebrates August 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
*Denotes anniversaries 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women+logo&view=detailv2&&id=5C1A5898D1BB7D46EEC11184286B4EC8EC8A6810&selectedIndex=0&ccid=PpiyQU9Z&simid=608019326638686940&thid=OIP.M3e98b2414f59690e72caf56028fa78b6H0
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Year to Date Church’s General Fund 
Income is at 91% of YTD Operating 
Expenses          By Wayne Millar, Finance Chair 
 

At of the end of June, our general budget income is ap-
proximately $5600 less than our expenses. Year-to-date 
receipts were $95,714 and YTD Disbursements were 
$99,622. The difference is $3,908 and we are behind on 
our Conference Apportionments by $1,686 which 
equals a total short fall of $5,594. These numbers are 
not as good as they were last year, but still much better 
than most of the other prior years. Thank you for faith-
fully giving to our church’s financial needs. 
 
2017 “THRIVE” Fund Drive Update 
The Dakotas Conference of the United Methodist 
Church’s capital development fund drive is called 
“THRIVE”. Evergreen UMC has committed to giving 
$4,000 to the Thrive fund for five years. We are now in 
the second year of our commitment. So far 12 Ever-
green family units have given a total of $2,930 toward 
our 2017 goal. Please give generously to the THRIVE 
fund. It is a very practical way to respond to the com-
mandment to go into the world and make new disciples 
for Jesus Christ. If by the end of 2017 we have collected 
more than $4,000 the overage will be applied to com-
mitment for the year of 2018. Please contact Pastor Jen 
or Julie at the church office, if you would like additional 
information. 

MISSIONS NEWS:  AUGUST – 2017 

                                                               By Jan Moore 

School is beginning again in a few short 
weeks!!  The Back Pack Project will once 

again be collecting items to be sent home 
with those school children in need of supple-
menting their meals over the weekends when 
they are not able to participate in the school breakfast 
and lunch programs. During the month of August we will 
be collecting 18 oz jars of peanut butter. Totes are avail-
able for your donations in the Fellowship Hall. 

89 items were collected for the food pantry in July: 
19 boxes/bags of cereal 
19 mini cereals (single servings) 
50 boxes of macaroni and cheese 
1 box of penne rigata 
 
August 20, 2017- Sunday of Service, several service pro-
jects are being arranged with 
everyone in mind, there should 
be something for everyone, af-
ter which we will have a pot-
luck.   
 
One of the projects is putting 
together health kits, our goal is 
100 kits this year.  Thank you to 
everyone for your donations!!!! 
 

 

(UMW Continued from page 3)    Please let Linda know if you would like to participate.  United Blood Services thinks 
that Evergreen is ideal as we offer the community an ’easy in, easy out’ venue and ample parking.  This is certainly a 
community outreach mission that we can easily participate in.  Please call Linda if you would like to offer your talents 
642-4928. 
   Soon, the UMW Nominating Committee will begin making phone calls to suggest your participation (or continued 
participation) as an officer in UMW   If you’ve ever thought to yourself, “I could do that!” … here’s your chance to 
test your wings.  We’re very blessed here at Evergreen to have so many talented women … plus so many women to 
support them!  Like the Sunday school song of our youth, we sang our song to God … “This little light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine …”.   
   The Northeast District Meeting 2017 will be held on September 15th and 16th at Evergreen UMC.  Our UMW unit 
will host the two day event.  Menus and hands on mission projects have been discussed.  The ’Hands On’ mission 
project on Friday, the 15th (from 3 to 5) will be assembling pot holders that will offer added support to the success of 
the  Solar Oven Project that our Conference supports in Jamaica. In with keeping the costs down, it’s been decided 
to hold the refreshment costs to a minimum of $6 per day.  UMW President, Fern Bailey, encourages all of us at 
Evergreen to participate in the District Meeting as much as we can. 
   The next General Meeting of UMW will be Thursday, September 14th, at 7pm with Mary Schradick presenting a 
“Reading Program Book Report”.  Sunshine Circle will offer refreshments. 



August, 2017 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

  

 1 2 

 

3 4 5 

6 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

7 

6:30 pm, Wor-

ship Committee 

8 

Youth trip to      

Valleyfair  

9 10 11 12 

13 

9 am, Worship 

(Noisy Buckets) 

10 am, Coffee 

14 

7 pm, Staff Par-

ish Meeting 

 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 

9 am, Sunday of      

Service with 

potluck following 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 23 24 25 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLE 

DEADLINE 

26 

27 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

28 29 30 

12:30 pm, News-

letter Folding 

 

31 Sept. 1 Sept. 2 

 

Sept. 2 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

Sept. 3 

Labor Day 

(Office Closed) 

Sept 5 Sept 6 

7 pm, Choir Prac-

tice Begins 

Sept. 7 Sept. 8 Sept. 9 
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Blood Drive at Evergreen (see 

articles for times) 

UMW Reading Program books need to be 

reported to Lois Berndt, Program Resources, 

by August 5. 
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Our Sympathies 
 
Please hold these families in your prayers during this difficult time. 
 
Marlys Gira & family on the July 10th death of her brother, Duane Rasmussen, 
St. Cloud, MN 
 
Jim and Karen Selken & family on the July 14th death of their grandson, Carter 
Casey, Breckenridge, MN  
 
Family & friends of Alan Noss. He died on July 22 and his funeral was held at Evergreen on July 25th. 
 
Marlys Gira & family on the death of her husband, Jerry Gira.  
He died July 30 and his funeral was held at Evergreen on Au-
gust 1st. 
 
Darrel & Dee Boyer & family on the July 30th death of their 
daughter, Connie Starkjohn, Plattsmouth, NE 

 

Hey, all you vocalists! Adult choir 

practice will begin on Wednesday, 

September 6th at 7 PM in the choir loft. 

Our first Sunday to sing for worship 

will be September 10th. More members 

are always welcome. If you enjoy 

singing, if you were ever in a choir, if you’ve ever thought 

you’d like to be in a choir, please prayerfully consider 

joining us. It will be a blessing to the congregation, other 

choir members, and to you. Plus, we have fun! If you 

need child care, we can help with that. Any questions? 

Please call Sandy Olson, 642-4828  

“Sew” Grateful                           By Linda Bailey 

To each of you who gave of your time and talent to complete 84 

hand embroidered dish towels as a UMW fund raising project. 

Thank you. 

The money earned will be used to help support social, national 

and world mission programs and projects of the UMW. 

The towels have been sent off and you made it happen. 

Evergreen UMC 

1120 Evergreen Ct. 

Wahpeton, ND  58075 

(701) 642-6202 
 

Pastor: 

Jen Tyler 
 

Administrative Asst.: 

Julie McGovern 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

8 am - 3 pm 

Friday 

8 am - Noon 
 

Sundays:  

(June 4 -September 4) 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 
 

Email: 

evergreenpastor@702com.net 
or 

evergreenoffice@702com.net 
 

Website: 

www.evergreenumc.com 
 

Facebook: 

Wahpeton Evergreen UMC 



Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
Summer is my favorite season. The warm (hot!) temperatures, the long days and plentiful sunshine, and 
the slower pace — these are just some of the reasons I love summer. Which is why every year when Au-
gust arrives, I find myself saying the same thing: “How is it already August? Where has summer gone!?” 
 
This summer, for me, went quickly as I spent as much time outside with family and friends as I could. I 
spent 10 days in South Dakota with my extended family, did a bike race, played on a sand volleyball 
team, and even played in a softball tournament. I went to the zoo, played in some parks, saw a few mov-
ies, and browsed the fair. This week I’m even spending a full week volunteering at one of our Dakotas 
United Methodist campgrounds for the first time in 13 years. 
 
In every possible way, this summer has been a gift of rejuvenation and refreshment as I have taken ad-
vantage of every opportunity to do the things — and spend time with the people — I love most. Yet as 
amazing as these times and newly created memories have been, my favorite part of this summer has 
been something else entirely. The best part: has been a newly recognizable perception of the unachiev-
able: “balance.” 
 
I read an article last spring about a study that suggests people who spend too many hours focusing on 
their work tend to be less productive. You read that right: more hours, can equal less productivity when it 
comes to 50+ hours in a week. In large part, they explained, this is caused from fatigue, or because if 
more hours are available, we are more likely to procrastinate or take our time on tasks that we might oth-
erwise be able to get done quicker under pressure. 
 
Intrigued by this idea, I decided to give it a try. My personal mantra for the summer has been, “less is 
more.” This took the former of fewer meetings — and more one-on-one time with people. Less time in 
the office, and more time visiting or doing things out in the community. Fewer Fridays (my sabbath day) 
writing my sermon — and more time focusing on that during the week.  
 
As with anything, this came with a learning curve I am still working out. But in the end, it has been life-
giving. It helped me focus on things that are most important to me, and to spend my time not on the little 
tasks that can easily fill a day, but rather on the priorities the Staff-Parish Relations Committee helped 
me set. The result has been life-giving in ways I never imagined. I have more energy, more drive, more 
vision, a deeper connection with God, and better emotional and spiritual health. 
 
Overall, this has been life-giving, and it makes me wonder: what might you need to shift? What might 
you need less of in your life, in order to have more? What might you need to give up — be it a bad habit 

or a pastime or even something you enjoy that isn’t life-giving — in order to 
have more of those things you keep meaning to prioritize? 
 
As we continue prepare for another season of our year and our lives, may we 
continue to work towards better health and balance together. 
 
 
 

Pastor Jen Tyler 
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United Blood Services Will Visit Evergreen 

By Linda Bailey 
 

United Blood Services will once again be at Evergreen United Methodist 
Church on Monday, August  21st  from 11:30 am - 6 pm and Tuesday, 
August 22nd  from 1:45-6 pm  Donating blood is one way of sharing God’s 
love for others. We are grateful for all the donors in the past and hoping 
for a good turnout again.  
 

If you think you qualify you may preregister on their website 
savinglives@bloodhero.com You need to be at least 16 years old and weigh 
at least 110 lbs. Please bring your notification card and your identification 
with you on the day you are to donate. 
 

Other volunteers needed will be for registration, callers, for serving lunch, 
and for providing cookies for both days. Blood donors and other 
volunteers should call Linda Bailey at 642-4928. 
 

On behalf of United Blood Services, Evergreen United Methodist Church 
and all the patients who will benefit from this service, we thank all the 
donors and volunteers who participate. 


